
RECON research coordinators
 
Ben Crum 
Associate Professor, Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam
Coordinator of RECON’s research on Constitutional Politics
Expertise in the constitution and politics of the EU, democratic representation, EU treaty change, 
legislative-executive relations in the EU, interparliamentary relations, and social solidarity in Europe. 
E-mail: B.J.J.Crum@vu.nl

Erik O. Eriksen
Director, ARENA – University of Oslo
Scientific coordinator RECON
Coordinator of RECON’s research on the Theoretical Framework
Expertise in political theory, democratic governance, deliberative democracy, public policy, and 
European integration. 
E-mail: e.o.eriksen@reconproject.eu

John Erik Fossum
Professor, ARENA – University of Oslo
Substitute scientific coordinator RECON
Coordinator of RECON’s research on Constitutional Politics, and on Global Transnationalisation and
Democratisation Compared
Expertise in political theory, democracy, constitutionalism and the political structure of the EU, 
Europeanisation, and comparative politics (EU-Canada). 
E-mail: j.e.fossum@arena.uio.no

Yvonne Galligan (not present)
Director, Centre for Advancement of Women in Politics, Queen’s University Belfast
Coordinator of RECON’s research on Justice, Democracy and Gender
Expertise in gender politics, comparative political representation, gender and multi-level governance, 
and gender and public policy in national and EU contexts. 
E-mail: y.galligan@qub.ac.uk

Christian Joerges
Research professor, ZERP, University of Bremen
Coordinator of RECON’s research on Global Transnationalisation and Democratisation Compared
Expertise in Europeanisation of economics and private law, compliance and legitimacy problems of 
transnational governance, and anti-liberal traditions of legal thought in Europe. 
E-mail: cjoerges@sfb597.uni-bremen.de

Ulrike Liebert (not present)
Director, Jean Monnet Centre for European Studies, University of Bremen
Coordinator of RECON’s research on Civil Society and the Public Sphere
Expertise in democracy and integration, European political sociology and comparative democratisation, 
citizenship and constitutionalisation, and public sphere. 
E-mail: liebert@uni-bremen.de 



 

Christopher Lord
Professor, ARENA –University of Oslo
Coordinator of RECON’s research on Representation and Institutional Make-up
Expertise in legitimacy, democracy and the EU, political representation and parliamentarism at the
European level.
E-mail: christopher.lord@arena.uio.no
 

Zdzislaw Mach (not present)
Director, Institute for European Studies, Jagiellonian University Krakow
Coordinator of RECON’s research on Identity Formation and Enlargement
Expertise in identity issues, nationalism, minorities and ethnicity, European citizenship, the idea of 
Europe, migration, and the construction and reconstruction of identities.
E-mail: usmach@cyf-kr.edu.pl
 

Agustín José Menéndez 
Senior Lecturer, University of León
Coordinator of RECON’s research on the Political Economy of the EU
Expertise in European constitutional law, the legal theory of fundamental rights, wicked legal systems, 
and European social and tax policy.
E-mail: agustin.menendez@unileon.es

Helene Sjursen
Research Professor, ARENA –University of Oslo
Coordinator of RECON’s research on the Foreign and Security Dimension
Expertise in EU foreign, security and defense policy, transatlantic relations, EU as an international actor, 
and EU enlargement processes.
E-mail:  helene.sjursen@arena.uio.no

Hans-Jörg Trenz (not present)
Research Professor, ARENA –University of Oslo
Coordinator of RECON’s research on Civil Society and the Public Sphere
Expertise in European public sphere and civil society, identity, migration, ethnic minorities, cultural and 
political sociology, and constitutionalisation of the EU.
E-mail: h.j.trenz@arena.uio.no

Wolfgang Wagner
Professor of International Security, Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam
Research Fellow, Peace Research Institute Frankfurt
Coordinator of RECON’s research on the Foreign and Security Dimension
Expertise in international relations, peace and conflict studies, EU foreign, security and defense policy, 
and EU Justice and Home Affairs.
E-mail: w.m.wagner@vu.nl

         
 

 



Other RECON speakers
 

Sara Clavero
Senior Research Fellow, Queen’s University Belfast
Expertise in gender policy and politics in the EU, gender mainstreaming, women’s political representation, 
and gender in European welfare states.
E-mail: s.clavero@qub.ac.uk
 

François Foret
Director of Political Research, IES, Université Libre de Bruxelles
Expertise in European politics, policies and polities, the legitimisation of the EU, symbolic dimensions
of politics, collective identity and memory, and politics and religion.
E-mail: francois.foret@ulb.ac.be
 

Justine Lacroix
Professor, Université Libre de Bruxelles
Expertise in contemporary political thought, liberalism and its critics, nationalism and the normative 
dimension of European integration.
E-mail: Justine.Lacroix@ulb.ac.be                      
                                                                                                                                         

Aleksandra Maatsch
PhD research fellow, Jean Monnet Centre for European Studies, University of Bremen
Expertise in national citizenship legislation, European integration, migration and integration, and
European public sphere.
E-mail: wyal@uni-bremen.de
 

Pieter de Wilde
Research Fellow, Social Science Research Center, Berlin
Expertise in European integration, democracy, comparative politics and methodology, political 
communication, and social science research methods.
E-mail: dewilde@wzb.eu
 

Karolina Zurek
Senior Researcher in Law, Swedish Institute for European Policy Studies
Expertise in socio-economic impact of transnational market regulation, European food regulation, 
labour market regulation, and labour migration.
E-mail: karolina.zurek@sieps.se



Invited speakers

Theofanis Christoforou
European Commission Legal Service
Principal legal adviser with the European Commission’s Legal Service since 1984, currently in charge of 
competition law and mergers. Legal councel before the European Court of Justice and Court of First 
Instance on a variety of issues of EC law, competition law and international trade law, and handled several 
cases before the GATT 47 and the WTO dispute settlement system.

Andrew Duff
Member of the European Parliament
British Liberal Democrat elected MEP in 1999, now serving his third term. Spokesperson on constitutional 
affairs for the Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe (ALDE) and member of the EU’s constitutional 
and charter conventions. President of the Union of European Federalists and member of the Spinelli Group, 
founded in 2010 to reinvigorate the struggle for federalisation of the EU.

Gerald Häfner
Member of the European Parliament
German MEP representing Alliance ‘90/The Greens and member of the EP Committee on Constitutional 
Affairs and Committee of Legal Affairs. Actively involved in citizens’ movements since the late 1970s, 
founder of Mehr Demokratie as well as Democracy International. Co-founder of Die Grünen, for whom he 
was member of the German Parliament.

Lisbeth Kirk
EUobserver
Founder and Editor-in-Chief of EUobserver, the largest online daily news site covering EU politics with 
over 60,000 daily readers. Long-standing experience as journalist and reporter on the EU.
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