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Knowledge without action… Action without knowledge…

Academia meets Activism
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Are current approaches to sustainability sufficient to meet the
ecological challenges that we face today?



Transition: a change from one state or condition to another.



Transitions do not necessarily address the underlying causes of a 
problem.
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Climate Change is Systems Change
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Transformation: Significant physical and/or qualitative 
changes in form, structure, or meaning-making.



Three Spheres of Transformation 

(Based on O’Brien and Sygna, 2013; Sharma 2009)









http://valuesandframes.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/04/schwartz_circumplex.png



Transformation in Action

Universal human values: 
equity, dignity, compassion, 
integrity, justice





What core values do you stand for?

What systems need to shift? 

What outcomes do you want to experience?



PRINCIPLED OUTRAGE

The quality of being able to stand in the 

face of any circumstance and not be 

thrown off course. Being "unmessable

with" : someone who can generate 

possibility with anyone at anytime under 

any circumstance. (www.urbandictionary.com)



The Choices We Make Will Create Different Outcomes

With substantial 

mitigation

Without additional

mitigation

Change in average surface temperature (1986–2005 to 2081–2100)
AR5 WGI SPM
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GET INVOLVED!


