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Frail old immigrants in need of care 

Among the global migrant population, the proportion of older persons is significant (UN 2013). Public health 

studies have shown that the health and loneliness of older immigrants is worse compared to the host population, 

though precautions entailed to i.e. class and gender should always be taken regarding the vast heterogeneity of 

immigrant populations, not the least in a life course perspective (Ajrouch & Abdulrahim 2014; Fokkema & 

Naderi 2013; Nørredam et al.; 2009; Torres 2012). When frailty calls for care and support, institutional care is 

prevalent in the Nordic welfare states, whereas a kinship oriented culture in other countries (where many 

migrants derive from) means that care is expected from proximate family in preference to institutions. Hence, 

frail old immigrants living in countries with institutional care as a predominant solution seem to refuse using 

services of care as well (Naldemirci 2013; Rodríguez-Gálan 2014). 

With this workshop we intend to call attention to new and innovative ways of care-taking for frail, elderly 

immigrants in Northern European countries; be it single-language or multicultaral nursing homes, private care-

companies with specific ethnic profiles, or other solutions. 

We invite for presentations with a focus on solutions to care-taking of frail old immigrants, and we also welcome 

presentations analysing the challenges of care-taking for this population. 

References 

Ajrouch, Kristine J. & Sawsan Abdulrahim 2014. Intersections among gender, race, and ethnicity: implications 

for health. Pp. 455-489 in Handbook of Minory Aging. Eds: Keith E. Witfield & Tamara A. Baker. Springer.  

Fokkema, Tineke and Robert Naderi 2013. Differences in late-life loneliness: a comparison between Turkish and 

native-born older adults in Germany. European Journal of Ageing, 10: 289-300. 

Naldemirci, Öncel 2013. Caring (in) diaspora. Aging and caring experiences of older Turkish migrants in a 

Swedish context. University of Gothenburg, Dept. of Sociology and Work Science, Gothenburg, Sweden.  

(dissertation) 

Nørredam, Marie, Signe S. Nielsen, Allan Krasnik 2009. Migrants´ utilization of somatic health care services in 

Europe – a systematic review. The European Journal of Public Health 20, 5: 555-63.  

Ródriguez-Galán, Marta B 2014. The ethnography of ethnic minority families and aging: Familism and beyond. 

Pp. 435-453 in Handbook of Minority Aging. Eds: Keith E. Witfield & Tamara A. Baker. Springer. 

Torres, Sandra 2012. International migration: patterns and implications for exclusion in old age. Pp. 33-50 in 

From Exclusion to Inclusion in Old Age: A Global Challenge. Eds.: Thomas Scharf and Norah C. Keating. 

Policy Press.  

United Nations. The Age and Sex of Migrants 2013.  2013. 18-5-2012.  

 

mailto:ablaa@hum.ku.dk

