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The purpose of the National 
programme

• is to help and 
encourage the largest 
cities in Norway 

• to reduce their 
greenhouse gas 
emissions through 
urban planning and 
housing development.

• to counteract 
negative effects of 
climate change  

• to improve the urban 
environment generally
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Frames and resources

• Programme period 2008 – 2014

• Led and coordinated by Ministry of the environment

• Budget 2009: 25 mill NOK

+ other ministries’ budgets (for example 320mill 
NOK  for public transport)  
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4 Ministries:

- Environment

- Transport

- Energy

- Housing and   

building

BROAD COOPERATION

13 Cities and 

urban regions

(almost 50 % 

of the 

population)
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Four focus areas:

• Area usage and transport

• Stationary energy usage in buildings

• Consumption patterns and waste

• Adaptation to climate change 
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Area usage and 
transport

Densely built-up urban areas 

Improved public transport

Better bicycle and  walking 
lanes 

Limit the use of private cars 
(roadpricing, parking)
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Stationary energy 
usage in buildings

• Energy economizing

• Passive houses

• Transition to renewable energy 
sources
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Consumption and 
waste

• Influence the 
consumption pattern

• Better waste 
management
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Adaptation to 
climate change

• Sea level rise

• Floods and landslides

Tromsø, 2008Tromsø, 2008

Randsfjorden, 12. aug 2008Randsfjorden, 12. aug 2008
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Adaptation to climate change -
letter of intent

•We will facilitate societal development reducing the 
vulnerability to the effects of long term climate 
change and periods of extreme weather.

• We will work towards the integration of climate 
change adaptation in spatial planning and projects for 
infrastructure, commercial, environmental, and urban 
development.

• We will realise climate change adaptation measures 
within the confines of sustainable development.

•We will contribute to the development of methods 
and tools for the implementation
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Status adaptation to climate change in 
the cities at the time of application

• New focus in Norway,  knowledge is needed

• Some of the cities had risk and vulnerability
assesments, climate and energy plans,  flood risk 
maps, quick clay maps, minimum standards for 
building locations by the sea,  GIS analysis and 
some participate in research programs on climate
change adaptation (NORADAPT and MARE)

• Focus on flooding and drainage, slides and sea
level rise

• The municipalities developed action plans ( January
/February 2009, passed through city councils
during spring 2009) 
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Letter of intent
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Status summer 2009 - The cities have 
pointed out the following measures:

• Visualizing climate change on local level -
based on GIS instrument- developing methods

• Mapping vulnerability for climate change, 
developing tools by using risk and assesments
analysis

• Require national guidelines on increased sea
level

• Require national guidelines on surface water 
(rainwater) management
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Status summer 2009 - The cities have 
pointed out the following measures:

• Consider Climate projections on local level

• Establishing regional network on adaptation
issues, multidiciplinary and across regional 
and local boarders

• Implement adaptation issues within all 
networks in ”Cities of the Future”


