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Course content

This is an advanced course in urban geographical theory for students of human geography.
The aim is to explore urban theory through thematic excursions in the literature and in diverse
field settings. An additional aim is to provide preparatory training for thesis writing.

The course involves the in-depth analysis of traditional and contemporary theories within
urban social geography. The following main themes are covered by the course syllabus:

1. Classics in urban studies

2. Urbanization and counter-trends

3. Contemporary urbanism

4. Collective memory and the city

5. Comparative urbanism

6. Residential segregation and “place poverty”

Learning outcome
Knowledge goals
You will be able to:
e account for and discuss key concepts and theories in traditional and contemporary
urban social geography.
e explain the correlation between economic and societal development and various
kinds of urban differentiation processes and patterns
e explain and provide examples of how different processes take shape at different
geographical levels (from global to local conditions).

Skills attainment goals

You will be able to:
e account for, discuss and critique concepts and theories in a sophisticated manner
e connect these theories, and critiques thereof, to concrete settings in the field
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o write a theoretically informed paper, using empirical examples, within a stated time
limit. Your written work must demonstrate a thorough understanding of
correlations, show a high level of precision, and be characterized by independent
critical thinking.

[ ]

Affective goals

e The course will promote a theoretically grounded understanding of past and

contemporary urban development.

Admission

Admission to the course is dependent on admission to the master’s degree programme in
human geography. Students with admission to other relevant master’s degree programmes
can apply for admission as guest students.

Students with admission to the programme must each semester register which courses and
examinations they wish to sign up for in StudentWeb.

Prerequisites

Recommended previous knowledge

This course builds on SG0O2100 - Bygeografi og urbanisme and SGO3500 — Byers struktur og
utvikling at the bachelor level in human geography. However, sitting examinations in these
courses it is not a prerequisite for taking this course.

Overlapping courses

The course replaces parts of SGO4012 - Bygeografi (discontinued) and SGO312, both of
which are courses previously offered by the Department of Sociology and Human
Geography.

Teaching

This course will be taught at the University of Oslo, Blindern campus. Other locations in Oslo
may be used. Teaching includes lectures, seminars, and student-led mini-fieldtrips in Oslo.
Participation in at least 80% of the seminars and 75% of the fieldtrips is mandatory.

Examination

The course is examined with a course paper (approx. 4000-6000 words, excluding
references). Participation in at least 80% of the seminars and 75% of the fieldtrips is
mandatory.

Examination support material
Students are free to make use of whatever support material they like while writing their
course papers.

Language of examination
The course paper description (examination) text is given in English. The term paper may be

written in Norwegian, Swedish, Danish or English.

Grading scale
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Grades are awarded on a scale from A to F, where A is the best grade and F is a fail. Read
more about the grading system.

Explanations and appeals
It is recommended to request an explanation of your grade before you decide to appeal.

Appeal
e Appeal against grades
e Complaint about formal exam errors

Explanation
The deadline to request an explanation is one week after the grade is published. For oral
and practical examinations, the deadline is immediately after you have received your grade.

The explanation should normally be given within two weeks after you have asked for it. The
examiner decides whether the explanation is to be given in writing or verbally.

Re-sit an examination

If you are sick or have another valid reason for not attending the regular exam, we offer a
postponed exam later in the same semester.

See also our information about re-sitting an exam.

Withdrawal from an examination

If you wish to withdraw from the exam you must do so in Studentweb at least two weeks
prior to the deadline. Failure to do so will be counted as one of the three opportunities to sit
the exam.

Special examination arrangements
Application form, deadline and requirements for special examination arrangements.

Evaluation
The course is subject to continuous evaluation. At regular intervals we also ask students to
participate in a more comprehensive evaluation.
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URBAN CLASSICS

[359 pages]

URBANIZATION AND COUNTER-TRENDS


https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-319-44654-7_6

[134 pages]

CONTEMPORARY URBANISM

@Dear, M. & Flusty, S. (1998): "Postmodern urbanism." Annals of the Association of
American Geographers, vol. 88, nr. 1, s. 50-72. 23 sider.

@Lees, L. (2002): Rematerializing geography: the ‘new’ urban geography. Progress in human
geography, vol. 26, nr. 1, s. 101-112.

@Ley, D. (2003): "Forgetting postmodernism? Recuperating a social history of local
knowledge." Progress in Human Geography, vol. 27, nr. 5, s. 537-560.

[159 pages]

Recommended reading:



COLLECTIVE MEMORY AND THE CITY

[55 pages]

COMPARATIVE URBANISM

[82 pages]

Recommended reading:

RESIDENTIAL SEGREGATION AND “PLACE POVERTY”

*Castaneda, E. (2012) “Places of Stigma: Ghettos, Barrios, and Banlieus”. | Hutchinson, R.
and Haynes, B.D. (red.) The Ghetto. Contemporary Global Issues and Controversies.
Westview, Phil. PA, pp. 159-190.

*Wacquant, L. (2008), ch. 5 “From Conflation to Comparison: How Banlieus and Ghettos
Converge and Contrast” | Urban Outcasts. Polity Press: Cambridge side 135-162.



@Wessel, T. (2009). Does diversity in urban space enhance intergroup contact and
tolerance?. Geografiska Annaler: Series B, Human Geography, 91(1), 5-17.

*Atkinson, R., Buck, N. and Kintrea, K. (2005) "Neighbourhoods and poverty: linking place
and social exclusion". | Buck, N., Gordon, |, Harding, A. og Turok, I. (red.) Changing Cities.
New York: Palgrave MacMillan. 18 pages.

@Brattbakk, I. and Wessel, T. (2011) "Long-term neighbourhood effects on education,
income and employment among adolescents in Oslo". Urban Studies 50: 381-406.
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*Galster, G. (2012) “Neighbourhoods and Their Role in Creating and Changing Housing
Clapham, D. F., Clark, W.A.V. and Gibb, K. (red.) The Sage Handbook of Housing Studies. Sage
Publications, London, side 84-106.

*Van Kempen, R. og Bolt, G. (2012) “Social Consequences of Residential Segregation and
Mixed Neighbourhoods”. | Clapham, D. F., Clark, W.A.V. and Gibb, K. (red.) The Sage
Handbook of Housing Studies. Sage Publications, London, side 439-460.

[152 pages]

Total: 949 pages of mandatory specified literature. You are also expected to read at least
about 10 more articles (ca 150-200 pages) of your choice in connection with course paper
work.

Total including course paper-related literature: about 1100 pages.



