
HGO 4301:  The Social Dimensions of Climate Change 

(formerly SOSGEO4301 Global Environmental Change) 

This course focuses on the social dimensions of climate change, emphasizing different approaches to 

understanding and addressing what climate change means for individuals, communities, ecosystems, 

species and humanity. The lectures and readings highlight social scientific approaches to climate 

change, particularly how different framings of the problem influence the types of solutions that are 

pursued or ignored. Students will be introduced to and reflect upon key concepts such as 

vulnerability, adaptation and resilience. The contribution of geographers to social understandings of 

climate change will be emphasized in the seminars, where each student will present the work of one 

geographer within the context of the course curriculum.  There will be a written exam that focuses 

on understandings of theories, approaches, and concepts (40% of grade) as well as a course paper 

that focuses on theoretical, political, and practical aspects of climate change adaptation (60% of 

grade).  

 

Learning outcome 

Knowledge 

 Explain and provide examples of different theories and approaches to understanding climate 
change; 

 Recognize the implications of climate change for society, and the different ways of understanding 
and explaining causality. 

 Understand how the social sciences can contribute to a broader and deeper understanding of 
climate change and adaptation. 

 Awareness of key contributions of geographers to climate change research. 

 Identify both the need for and challenges to climate change adaptation. 

 Communicate how the framing of climate change can influence the solutions that are prioritized 
or ignored. 

Skills 

 Critically read and discuss academic articles on climate change, recognizing the importance of 
different discourses and approaches; 

 Link theory and practice through an in-depth paper on climate change adaptation; 

 Develop skills for oral and written communication of knowledge and competencies. 

Competences 

 Ability to explain linkages between social and environmental problems. 

 Capacity to understand the social dimensions of climate change from multiple perspectives. 

 Improved capacity for self-reflection and self-awareness. 

 Critical engagement with climate change research and its implications for policy and practice. 

 

Teaching 



 The teaching will consist of lectures and seminars. 

 Participation in 75% of the seminars is mandatory, which includes submission and 

presentation of a short paper on approaches and contributions of human geographers to 

climate change research. 

 Approved compulsory attendance is valid as long as the course is offered. 

 

 

Course Outline: 

1. Course Introduction: Climate Change and Society 

(Maslin 2014) (Nielsen 2016) (K. O’Brien 2011) 

 

2. Climate change: The problem of the century? 

(Butzer and Endfield 2012) (Swyngedouw 2010) (Rickards et al. 2014) (Hamilton 2010) 

 

3. Understanding the uneven drivers and impacts of climate change 

(Pelling, Manuel-Navarrete, and Redclift 2011) (Rosa and Dietz 2012) (Antonio and Clark 

2015) (Redcliff and Sage 1998) 

 

4. Cultural and ethical perspectives on climate change 

(Adger et al. 2013) (Norgaard 2006) (K. L. O’Brien and Wolf 2010) (St.Clair 2014) 

 

5. Climate change, conflict and migration 

(Liverman 2009) (Farbotko and Lazrus 2012) (Hamilton et al. 2016) (Ide 2017) (Black et al. 

2011) 

 

6. Vulnerability and adaptation research 

(Cameron 2009) (Smit and Wandel 2006) (Pelling 2011) (Ribot 2014) 

7. Adaptation discourses, policies and practices 

(Dannevig and Hovelsrud 2015) (Berrang-Ford, Ford, and Paterson 2011) (Head 2010) (Kates, 

Travis, and Wilbanks 2012) 

 

8. Adaptation and development 

(Bassett and Fogelman 2013) (Ireland 2012) (Eriksen et al. 2015) (Sherman et al. 2016) 

 

9.  Climate change as an adaptive challenge 

(Adger et al. 2009) (New 2011) (Barnett and O’Neill 2010) (K. O’Brien and Selboe 2015) 

 

10. Are we Resilient to Climate Change? 

(Olsson et al. 2015) (Folke et al. 2010) (Barnett et al. 2016) (O’Brien 2012) 

 

Written exam: 40% (Concepts, theories, practices) 



Course Paper: 60% (Adaptation theory, policy or practice) 
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