
HGO4301:  The Social Dimensions of Climate Change 

(formerly SOSGEO4301 Global Environmental Change) 

This course focuses on the social dimensions of climate change, emphasizing different approaches to 

understanding and addressing what climate change means for individuals, communities, ecosystems, 

species and humanity. The lectures and readings highlight social scientific approaches to climate 

change, particularly how different framings of the problem influence the types of solutions that are 

pursued or ignored. Students will be introduced to and reflect upon key concepts such as 

vulnerability, adaptation and resilience. The contribution of geographers to social understandings of 

climate change will be emphasized in the seminars, where each student will present the work of one 

geographer within the context of the course curriculum.  There will be a written exam on 

understandings of theories, approaches, and concepts, as well as a course paper that focuses on 

theoretical, political, and practical aspects of climate change adaptation.  

 

1. Course Introduction: Climate Change and Society 

(Maslin 2014) (Nielsen 2016) (K. O’Brien 2011) 

 

2. Climate change: The problem of the century? 

(Butzer and Endfield 2012) (Swyngedouw 2010) (Rickards et al. 2014) 

 

3. Responsibility: understanding the uneven drivers and impacts of climate change 

(Pelling, Manuel-Navarrete, and Redclift 2011) (Shue 2012) (Rosa and Dietz 2012) (Antonio 

and Clark 2015) 

 

4. Climate change, conflict and migration 

(Liverman 2009) (Farbotko and Lazrus 2012) (Hamilton et al. 2016) (Ide 2017) 

 

5. Vulnerability and adaptation research 

(Cameron 2009) (Smit and Wandel 2006) (Pelling 2011) (Ribot 2014) 

6. Adaptation discourses, policies and practices 

(Dannevig and Hovelsrud 2015) (Berrang-Ford, Ford, and Paterson 2011) (Head 2010) (Kates, 

Travis, and Wilbanks 2012) 

 

7. Adaptation and development 

(Bassett and Fogelman 2013) (Ireland 2012) (Eriksen et al. 2015) (Taylor 2013) 

 

8. Cultural and ethical perspectives on climate change 

(Adger et al. 2013) (Gardiner 2004) (Norgaard 2006) (K. L. O’Brien and Wolf 2010) 

 

9.  Climate change as an adaptive challenge 

(Adger et al. 2009) (New 2011) (Barnett and O’Neill 2010) (K. O’Brien and Selboe 2015) 

 

10. Are we Resilient to Climate Change? 

(Olsson et al. 2015) (Folke et al. 2010) (Barnett et al. 2016) (O’Brien 2012) 



 

Written exam: 50% (Concepts, theories, practices) 

Course Paper: 50% (Adaptation theory, policy or practice) 

 

Pensum H17 

Book: Maslin, Mark. 2014. Climate Change: A Very Short Introduction. 3rd edition. Oxford: Oxford 
University Press. (182 pp) 
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