
HGO4601 – Economic geography: Institutions, evolution 

and sustainability transitions 

Course content 

The first part of this course introduces students to state-of-the art theories and 

empirical research in economic geography that deals with systemic and evolutionary 

dynamics of territorial industrial change. The second part discusses economic, social 

and environmental concerns in light of trends in the Global North. The third part 

zooms in on the sustainability transition challenge, with particular attention to 

literature dealing with interactions of global processes with place-specific resources, 

institutions and policies.  

The course provides an introduction to new directions in theory such as 

evolutionary economic geography and addresses institutions and the 

dynamics between the local and global. Thematically it delves into debates 

over environmental sustainability transitions, a more environmentally aware 

economic geography and empirical examples. 

Learning outcome 

Knowledge aims 
 
• The ability to provide a thorough account of and to discuss central 

concepts in economic geography such as evolution, institutions and 
systems  

 
• To understand what industrial development paths are and how they are 

shaped by interactions between global processes and place-specific 
conditions 

• To identify and analyse economic, environmental and social sustainability 
dimensions of industrial development paths  

• Capacity to reflect on sustainability assumptions made in research and 
policy 



 
• To know some of the recent literature on sustainability transitions and green 

innovations within economic geography. 
 
 
 
Learning aim 

The aim of course is to lay the foundation for the theoretically informed 
analysis in the master theses. 
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Part 1a:  Evolution  
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Part 1b:  Institutions, systems and regimes 
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Part 2: Sustainability challenges  
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Part 3a: Sustainability transitions 
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Totalt  718s. 

761 pages in total (of which 141 pages are case study readings under 3b)   


