HGO04302 - Transformations to Sustainability

How do we transform ourselves and our societies at the rate and scale called for by both science and
policy? How do we do this in an equitable and just manner? This course explores theories, policies,
and practices associated with transformations to sustainability. It provides students with an in-depth
overview of concepts, theories and approaches for understanding the relationship between
individual change, collective change, and systems change. The course contextualizes research on
transformation within the Anthropocene, an epoch where global environmental changes are
challenging models of socio-economic organization and the mental models and worldviews
associated with them. Readings and lectures will consider the drivers and dynamics of transformative
change from multiple perspectives and paradigms, including those that embrace alternative ways of
thinking about humanity’s relationship with the environment. Seminars will focus on the
transformation in practice, including how we individually and collectively work with and scale
transformative change.

Readings: 746 pages total
Lecture 1: Welcome to the Anthropocene (84 pages)

(Bentz et al. 2022) — 17 pages

(Lynch and Veland 2018) — Chapter 1: Whose Anthropocene? (pages 1-32) — 32 pages
(Lovbrand et al. 2015) — (8 pages)

(K. O’Brien 2019) — (19 pages)

(Steffen et al. 2018) — (8 pages)

Lecture 2: Social Tipping Points (45 pages)
(Bentley et al. 2014) — (7 pages)
(Centola et al. 2018) — (4 pages)
(Lenton 2020) — (9 pages)

(Milkoreit et al. 2018) — (13 pages)
(Otto, Donges, et al. 2020) - (12 pages)

(Westley et al. 2011) — (19 pages)

Lecture 3: Concepts and Theories of Transformative Change - (62 pages)
(Adloff and Neckel 2019) — (11 pages)
(Feola 2015) — (14 pages)

(Meadows 1999) — (12 pages)



(Moore et al. 2014) — (10 pages)

(Sharpe et al. 2016) — (15 pages)

Lecture 4: The Politics of Transformation (90 pages)

(Bennett et al. 2019) — (18 papers)
(Blythe et al. 2018) — (18 pages)

(Schlosberg 2004) — (24 pages)

Lecture 5: Critical Approaches to Transformation (90 pages)
(Brand 2016) — (23 pages)

(Feola 2019) — (10 pages)

(Schmid and Smith 2020) — (23 pages)

(Wright 2013) — (25 pages)

Lecture 6: Transforming the Commons — (97 pages)
(Pereira et al. 2020) — (18 pages)
(Nightingale 2019) — (20 pages)

(Nikolaeva et al. 2019) — (15 pages)
(Radywyl and Biggs 2013) — (12 pages)
(Nieto-Romero et al. 2019) — (11 pages)

(Barkin and Sanchez 2019) — (21 pages)

Lecture 7: Governing Transformations (80 pages)
(Biermann 2018) — (13 pages)

(Holscher, Frantzeskaki, and Loorbach 2019) — (15 pages)



(Kuenkel 2019) — (Chapter 3: Global Transformation as a Collective Leadership Challenge - 16
pages)

(Patterson et al. 2016) — (16 pages)

(Ziervogel, Cowen, and Ziniades 2016) — (20 pages)

Lecture 8: Deep Transformations: Linking Capacities and Human Agency (81 pages)

(Berzonsky and Moser 2017) — (9 pages)

— (was recommended reading last year)

(Otto, Wiedermann, et al. 2020) — (9 pages)

(Schlitz, Vieten, and Miller 2010) — (19 pages)

Lecture 9: Deeper Transformations: What is real? (81 pages)
(Alaimo 2012) - (7 pages)
(Geels 2010) — (16 pages)
(Joronen and Hakli 2017) — (19 pages)
(Miiller 2015) — (15 pages)

(K. L. O’Brien 2016) — (9 pages)

Lecture 10: The Art of Transformation — (66 pages)
(Hawkins et al. 2015) — (12 pages)

(Galafassi et al. 2018) — (9 pages)

(Tyszczuk and Smith 2018) — (9 pages)

(Whyte 2018) — (19 pages)
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