STV13XX — British Politics

Course content

This course offers analysis and discussion of the actors, institutions and selected policy areas
of contemporary politics in the UK. Students are given an overview of features that are
characteristic of British politics, perceived within a broader comparative perspective.
Context is added through lectures devoted to three specific periods —those of ‘Thatcherism’
(1980s), New Labour (1997-2010) and Conservative hegemony in the era of Brexit (2010s).
Particular attention is devoted to theories and concepts from political science, such as the
Westminster model, the majoritarian electoral system and the union state.

Supplementing the lectures, additional activities are offered underway, including film
screenings related to topics from the course. The convenor will also organise a voluntary
study trip to London.

Learning outcome

Knowledge
Having completed this course, students will:
e Know the basic features of the main political institutions in the UK.
e Have insight in the history and current outlook of Britain’s main political parties.
e Have knowledge of the British electoral system and its consequences for political
representation.
e |dentify the characteristics of Britain as a ‘union state’.
e Know the key aspects of Britain’s relationship to Europe and the European Union
e Have a general understanding of British foreign policy, its history and current
debates.

Skills
Having completed this course, students will be able to:
e Apply concepts and theory to understand the working of British politics.
e |dentify what makes the electoral system in Britain different from proportional
representation.
e Critically reflect upon the institutions that uphold the British union, including their
democratic legitimacy.
e Discuss the background and consequences of the Brexit referendum in 2016.
e Compare institutions and political actors in Britain to those of other countries.
e Discuss key aspects and controversies related to British foreign policy.

Competence

Having completed this course, students will:
e Be able to apply and assess key theories and concepts to analyse a political system.
e Be aware of different interpretations of political actors and events.
e Be critical thinkers and producers of academic texts.



Teaching

10 Lectures

Compulsory activities

e Write a short paper (1,000-2,000) on a specified topic related to the first six lectures.
e Comment on other students’ papers.

Examination
4-hour written exam.

Language of examination
The examination text is given in English, and you submit your response in English.

Evaluation
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Syllabus

Books

Blick, Andrew (2021) UK Politics. Oxford: Oxford University Press. (237p)
ch. 1: Introduction: tradition and change, pp. 3-16.

ch. 2: The Cabinet and the prime minister, pp. 19-44.
ch. 3: The UK government, pp. 45-68.

ch. 4: Parliament, pp. 69-94.

ch. 6: The party system, pp. 121-144.

ch. 7: Elections and voting, pp. 145-170.

ch. 8: Referendums, pp. 171-192.
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ch. 12: The nations and the union, pp. 275-302.
ch. 13: The UK and the outside world, pp. 303-329.
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Bogdanor, Vernon (2009) The New British Constitution. Oxford: Hart Publishing. (20p). Ch. 1:
A peculiar constitution, pp. 3-22. (20p)
Clarke, Michael et al. (2021). Politics UK. 10th edition. London: Routledge. (94p)
ch. 5: Political ideas: the major parties (Bill Jones), pp. 106-133.
ch. 7: From Euroscepticism to Brexit (Bill Jones), pp. 156-173.
ch. 19: The House of Lords (Philip Norton), pp. 450-477.
ch. 28: British foreign and defence policy (Michael Clarke), pp. 680-701.
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Thirty-Six Countries. London: Yale University Press. Ch. 2: The Westminster model of
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mobilization”, Scottish Geographical Journal 134, 1-2: 5-23. (19p)

Albertson, Kevin & Paul Stepney (2020) “1979 and all that: a 40-year reassessment of
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