COURSE PROPOSAL
STV45XX: Topics in Political Economy
Chairs: Carl Henrik Knutsen and Dag Harald Claes

Course content
Political governance and economic transactions go back to the formation of human societies. Political entities can hardly be sustained without an economic basis, and economic transactions can hardly be made without a regulatory framework provided by political governance. Politics and economics are as intertwined as salt and pepper, as yin and yang. 
This course will address the role of economics in politics from perspectives of all branches of political science. Economic transaction has caught the attention of political philosophers from Aristotle to Rawls. Macro-economic models have laid the foundation for public policy since Keynes wrote his General Theory in 1936. Economic growth has been a cornerstone of the political interests and expression of the people, displayed through elections or demonstrations in democracies as well as in autocracies. Finally, economic resources and instruments have been essential in both international political conflicts as well as cooperation from the Middle Ages to the war in Ukraine today. 

Learning outcome
· Knowledge
· Skills
· General competence

Lectures:
General topics:
1. Introduction: International and Comparative Political Economy – why and how? (CHK&DHC)
2. The Foundation of Political Economy – from Adam Smith to John Maynard Keynes (DHC)
3. The Political Economy of Growth (CHK)
4. Comparative Macro Economics (??) / Comparative Macro Economic Policies (??)
5. ??
Specific topics:
6. The Political Economy of Natural Resources (DHC)
7. The Political Economy of the Environment (Maryna Povitkina - tbc)
8. ??
9. ??
10. ??
