
Knowledge and  
intellectual abilities 

The knowledge,  
intellectual abilities 

and techniques  
to do research 

Subject knowledge 
Information seeking 

Analysing 
Critical thinking 

© vitae 

Personal  
effectiveness 

The personal qualities  
and approach to be  

an effective researcher 

Research governance 
and organisation 
The knowledge of  

the standards,  
requirements and  

professionalism to do 
research 

Engagement,  
influence and impact 
The knowledge and skills  
to work with others and  
ensure the wider impact  

of research 

Innovation 
Intellectual risk  

Enthusiasm 
Integrity 

Time management 
Responsiveness to change 

Career management 
Networking 

Income and funding generation 
Financial management 

Research strategy 
Project planning 

Legal requirements 
Respect and confidentiality 

Teaching 
Society and culture 

Publication 
Communication methods 

Team working 
Supervision 




